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Happy New Year! | hope everyone has enjoyed

Principal’s Corner

the holidays and Winter Break and was not
subjected to too much of the cold. | am so thankful to be back in Florida but | must say | am

looking forward to warmer weather here again.

January is going to be a very busy month so please check your emails and the calendar often for
all of the events. School starts back tomorrow with the beginning of second semester. Middle
school students will be given their new schedules Monday morning. Many requested

new electives and we have some changes due to first semester grades. First semester grades
should be available in the portal later this week and on paper early next week. One major
change is the moving of music classes into the Julie Rohr Preschool building. SAA is leasing the
large room closest to the lunch area for all music and dance classes. Room 14 (formerly music)

becomes the social studies classroom for 7th and 8th graders.

Tuesday is the January Governing Board meeting at 8:00 AM. Also on Tuesday we turn
in the documentation for our charter renewal application as required for all charter schools
after the first five years of operation. This is the second step in the process which involves

interviews by the Charter Review Committee and the Sarasota County School Board.

Coming up this month is the 2nd Annual Variety Show for our students. A flyer was sent home
earlier in the year for sign-ups and we've had a few groups practicing already for auditions
which will be held during the school day on January 16 - 18. Please contact Ms. Garabedian
for more information or stop by the office for a flyer. Reminder information will be sent out

via email this week.

Literacy Week is scheduled for January 22 - 26. This is our fifth year for the daily activities
emphasizing reading and the Thursday night activities for the family. Information has

been previously sent home and email reminders will be sent this week. We need donations of
gently used books for all ages for our "Book Sale" on Literacy night. Please drop off books in

the office. A volunteer sheet will be posted online by Ms. Marsh.

Auditions for Footloose, the Middle School spring musical, are scheduled for January 23 in the
evening. Students were given audition scripts before Winter Break. See Ms.Julie for

more information. Footloose will be presented at the Players Theatre on May 18, 2018.

There are also PTO events, MS History Day, the District School Showcase, and high school
open houses for our 8th graders. As | said, it's a busy month. Please remember to check the

calendar. We look forward to seeing you at the events.

Sincerely,

Cecilia Blankenship, Principal
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Upcoming Dates:

Be sure to check the SAA
Calendar on the school
website frequently as that
has the most current

information!

Tuesday - 1/9/18

- 8:00am Governing Board

Meeting

Wednesday - 1/10/18

- 8:00am Governing Board

Meeting

Thursday -1/11/18
- End of 2nd Grading

Period

Monday - 1/15/18
- MLK Day (NO SCHOOL)

Tuesday - 1/16/18
- Variety Show Tryouts

Wednesday - 1/17/18
- 4:15pm Faculty Meeting

Thursday - 1/18/18
- 6:00pm SAA Skate Night

LITERACY WEEK
1/22/18 - 1/26/18

I




Literacy Week

f(\/\ January 22-26, 2018 is literacy week at Sarasota Academy of the Arts. As part of this activi-
ty, we are collecting books old or new. We will be using these books in our annual Book
Page 2 Exchange during Family Literacy Night (January 25, 2018.) Any type, genre or grade level is

welcome.

If you have books at your house that your children are tired of or have outgrown we would
2017 -2018 love to have them. Any type of book in any condition is fine. Send them in with your child

Volume 5, Issue IS5 or drop them off in the SAA office.
January 8, 2018

Be a part of our Million Minutes of reading at home each night. Read at home and log
your minutes!

Don’t Miss out - Yearbook Deadline

You have 3 weeks left to order the yearbook. Don't miss out!

DEADLINE: Yearbook orders must be received by January 31st!

Please note that there will NOT be any additional opportunities to purchase a yearbook after the dead-
line. THIS IS YOUR ONLY OPPORTUNITY TO PURCHASE A YEARBOOK!

¢ Go to www.PictavoCommunity.com

e Click on the blue bar: ‘Shop your School.

e  Find your school using the drop-down menus: select the state, city and school name.
e Verify that the school is correct.

e Select ‘Yearbooks,’ click ‘Order’ and ‘Add to Cart.’

e  Enter your student’s name and select their Grade from the drop-down menu.

e  Agree to the Pictavo Terms of Sale and click ‘Checkout.” (NOTE: You may checkout as a Guest or Create an
Account.)

e  Enter your billing address and payment information.

e  Confirm that your order is correct and click ‘Submit Order’ to checkout.

We Need Photos

SAA Families: We are in desperate need of clear photos for the yearbook. If anyone took
photos from events (shows, veteran's day, field trips, etc.) over the past couple of months
please send them to the Art teacher, Courtney Tippett
(ctippett@sarasotaacademyofthearts.com) ASAP!

Thanks so much!
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